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Rationale for Youth Engagement in 
Government

“[Youth councils are] a popular and effective way to get youth more involved in 
solving local problems and more actively engaged in the community.”

— “Promoting Youth Participation,” National League of Cities, 2002

“Socially engaged young people have the knowledge that their actions can effect 
positive change. They possess an awareness and motivation about the need for 
positive change in their world that is based on knowledge. They have the skills and 
capacity to make a contribution. They are resourceful, connected and experienced; 
they know how to access and navigate their ways through different settings and 

action that can lead to positive social change or improvements in conditions for 
themselves and others.” 

— “Youth Acts, Community Impacts,” Forum for Youth Investment, 2001

New Mexico Youth Alliance with Governor Richardson
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Genuine Engagement

-

-
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The “Double Arrow”

-

-

-

The Importance of Youth Engagement

The Forum for Youth Investment

Figure 1: The “Double Arrow”

Youth Contributing to 
Communities

Young people and adults working together 
to create the necessary conditions for the 
successful development of themselves, 

their peers, their families and their 
communities.

Communities Contributing to 
Youth

Building Effective Youth Councils
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Engagement for Change 

-

-

-

-

-
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Figure 2: Promoting Integrated Change Strategies: Engaging 
Youth to Improve Services, Align Policy and Increase Demand

Engaging Youth and Families. 
 

-

-

System Change/Services Coordination. 

Increasing Demand through Issue Advocacy.

Policy and Resource Assessment. 
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The Principles of Youth Engagement

Capacity:

Motivation:

Opportunity:

-

-

-

-

-

Figure 3: 1 Foundation, 3 Strengths, 8 Principles
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Youth Engagement in Government 

-

-

Figure 4:  Locations of City and State Youth Councils
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Youth engagement in 
Hampton, VA
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Boston Youth Council meeting with Senator Kennedy

6 Keys to Creating Effective Youth Councils

make decisions that affect youth on a daily basis.  Yet young people often 

well-intentioned efforts to work for youth – by ‘protecting’ them from perceived 
threats or by ‘rescuing’ those who already are in jeopardy – can prevent us 
from recognizing the importance of working with youth to identify positive 
solutions and build stronger communities.”

— Promoting Youth Participation, National League of Cities

 “WANTED:  20 high school students with vision, community spirit, leadership 
and —  here’s where it gets interesting —  the ability to deal with City Hall.”

— Hampton Daily Press, October 27, 1997
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The 6 Keys
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The Big Goal

 

Introduction to the 6 Keys
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Building Effective Youth Councils 

Key 6: Negotiate OPPORTUNITIES for Access

Arrange Authentic Access to Policy Makers
Create shared leadership opportunities with 
policy makers
Bring members into policy-making process
Hire a youth liaison
Facilitate concrete opportunities to advise 

Integrate members into government depart-
ments by pairing with directors

Create a Visible Public Presence 
Develop a communications plan
Facilitate opportunities for youth to testify at 
public hearings

Facilitate Connections to Youth Constituents
Be intentional about creating a “ripple effect”
Convene the broader youth community
Connect the broader youth community to 
resources and information

Key 4: Build Youth CAPACITY
Provide Ongoing Training & Support

Provide skill building for youth
Provide orientation and training for adults 
Identify authentic ways to integrate training and 
real work
Make sure youth have skills needed to do tasks 
assigned
Provide informal coaching & support

Utilize Teams
Create youth-adult teams
Create a core team if necessary
Use work teams as capacity-building and workload 
sharing strategy

Key 5: Deepen Youth MOTIVATION
Help Youth Identify Core Issues

Reconcile youth concerns with political realities
Connect immediate issues to broader systemic chal-
lenges
Make sure members do their homework
Find creative ways to document broader youth opinions

Help Youth Understand Strategies for Policy Change
Be sure youth know roles council can play
Help youth leverage formal and informal access
Help youth understand that change takes time

 
Figure 6: Six Keys to Effective Youth Councils

FOUNDATION
Key 1: Determine          
Council  Membership

Select manageable size
Weigh representation goals against 
size/cost
Consider age range
Create aggressive recruitment strategy
Recruit diversity
Connect to existing organizations for 
outreach

 Key 2: Ensure a Sound 
Infrastructure

Secure adequate, long-term funding
Assess funding needs
Lock in out-year funding
Select an appropriate administrative 
home 
Weigh pros and cons of being inside 
government
Connect to coordinating body rather 
than single department
Institutionalize Council

 Key 3: Provide a 
Supportive Work  
Environment

Recruit the right staff
Get youth development and policy 
backgrounds
Find creative ways to get more 
expertise
Create a strong home base 
Provide a dedicated workspace
Plan face-to-face meetings
Use technology to connect
Ensure members have a strong home-
base back home
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laying the 
foundation

supporting 
youth action

Building Effective Youth Councils

Twenty-two of 
us have been 

given the means 
to represent 

our peers and 
potentially 

change 
Washington

— MEMBER, Washington 
State Legislative Youth 

Advisory Council

The Forum for Youth Investment





composition carefully
Select a manageable size for the 

youth council.

-

Balance the desire to represent 

all schools, neighborhoods and 

districts with the need to manage 

size and cost.

-

Determine a term length that 

creates a steady stream of youth 

leaders.

-

Key 1: Determine Council Membership 1

It’s very 
important to me 
that young people 
with different 
perspectives 
from different 
neighborhoods 
give ideas.
— MAYOR MENINO, Boston, 

“Movers and Shakers”

Building Effective Youth Councils

The Forum for Youth Investment



Carefully consider the age 

range of youth members. 

-

Create an aggressive 
recruitment strategy to ensure 
diverse representation

-

-

-

-

-

Connect with existing organizations 

to reach youth.

If you have a 
good system of 
neighborhood-based, 
school-based and 
community-based 
civic engagement 
opportunities, 
then you have a 
tremendous pool of 
young people to pull 
from.... By the time 
they get into those 
roles, the kids that 
come up through 
neighborhood groups 
have just as much 
skill or right to be on 
the commission as 
those that came from 
some other route.
— CINDY CARLSON, Hampton 

Youth Commission

Building Effective Youth Councils

July 2007



Building Effective Youth Councils

The Forum for Youth Investment

Secure adequate long-term 
funding
Accurately assess funding needs.  

-

-

Lock in out-year funding as much 

as possible,

Key 2: Ensure a Sound Infrastructure2

-

-

-
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Select an administrative 
home

the council inside or outside of 

government.

Connect to a coordinating body, 

Institutionalize the youth council 

so that it exists beyond a change in 

administration.

Authorize the youth council to draft 

legislation.
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Key 3: Provide a Supportive Work Environment

Recruit the right staff  
Hire staff with both a youth 

development background and a 

policy background.

-

-

-

Find creative ways to bring in 

additional expertise.

-

-

Create a strong home base  
Provide a dedicated space where 

members can do their work.  One 

3

We are 
the youth 
commissioners’ 
staff. We do 
their work. They 
tell us…we 
are their legs 
inside city hall. 
Any good and 
effective youth 
leadership 
model 
would have 
adults being 
supportive and 

—RACHEL ANTROBUS, 
San Francisco Youth 
Commission
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Plan (and budget) for face-to-

face meetings

Use technology 

to create real-

time connections. 

Make sure that council members 

have a strong base back home.  

-

-

-



Key 4: Build Youth Capacity

Provide ongoing training 
and support
Provide skill-building training for 

youth members. 

Provide orientation and training 

for adults.

Identify authentic ways to integrate 

training into the council’s work

Make sure young people have the 

skills needed to do the tasks at 

hand

4

-

-

Building Effective Youth Councils

The Forum for Youth Investment
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Provide informal coaching and 

support.

Utilize teams
Create youth-adult 

teams.

Create a core team if necessary.  

Use work teams as a capacity-

building and workload-sharing 

strategy.

We never put 
a young person 
in a position to 
embarrass him 
or herself.  If 
young people 
haven’t been 
given the 
opportunity 
and/or training 
to be properly 
prepared for the 
tasks you are 
asking of them, 
don’t ask.
— RICH GOLL, former 

Director, Alternatives Inc, 
Hampton, VA
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Help youth identify core 
issues 

Reconcile the concerns and 

interests of youth council  members 

with political realities.

Connect immediate issues to 

broader systemic challenges.  

Make sure members do their 

homework.

Find creative ways to help youth 

collect and document the opinions 

of the broader youth community.  

Key 5: Deepen Youth Motivation

-

-

5
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Help youth understand 
strategies for policy change 
Be sure youth know what formal 

roles the council is designed to play.  

Help members understand how 

to leverage formal and informal 

access.

Be sure that young people 

understand that change takes time.  
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Key 6: Negotiate Opportunities for Access

Arrange Authentic Access 
to Policy Makers

Cultivate ownership and 

accountability in the council 

by creating shared leadership 

opportunities between youth 

council members and policy 

makers.

Bring members into the policy 

making process.

Hire a youth liaison.

Facilitate concrete opportunities 

for the youth council to advise 

6

As the 
Washington 
State 
Legislative 
Youth Advisory 
Council, we 
strive to be a 
voice for youth, 
examine issues 
of importance 
to state 
legislators, 
adults and 
young 
people.
— MISSION STATEMENT, 

Washington State 
Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council
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-

-

Integrate youth 

council members 

into government 

departments and agencies by 

pairing them with state directors.  

Commission the youth council to 

develop the youth component of 

city and state plans.

Create a visible public 
presence
Develop a communications plan.

Facilitate opportunities for youth 

council members to testify at public 

hearings.

-

-



Facilitate Connections to 
Youth Constituents
Be intentional about creating a 

“ripple effect.

Convene the broader community 

of youth to discuss their issues 

and develop a policy agenda.  

Connect the broader community 

of youth to resources and 

information.

Link with other youth engagement 

strategies.

Building Effective Youth Councils

The Forum for Youth Investment



Building Effective Youth Councils

July 2007

-

-

-

-

What Next?



Every Child, Every Promise: Investing in Our 
Young People

-

USA Youth Action Principles
Involving Youth in Policy-

making and Coordinating Youth Policy: State-Level Structures in California and 
Other States

Finding Out What 
Matters for Youth:  Testing Key Links in a Community Action Framework for 
Youth Development.  -

Shaping the Future: Working Together: 
Changing Communities, a manual on how to start or improve your own youth 
commission

Re-focusing the Lens: Assessing 
the Challenge of Youth Involvement in Public Policy

Youth Ac-
tion: Youth Contributing to Communities, Communities Supporting Youth. -

Youth Voice:  A Guide for Engag-
ing Youth in Leadership and Decision-making in Service-Learning Programs

-

Broadening the Bounds of Youth 
Development: Youth As Engaged Citizens

-

ction Kit for Municipal Leaders: Promoting Youth Participation – Issue #3
-

Building an Effective Citizenry: 
Lessons learned from initiatives in Youth Engagement -

Core Principles for 
Engaging Young People in Community Change
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State of Iowa Youth Action 
Committee

Established: 2001

Bodies the Council advises:  
Governor 
Other state policy makers

Membership:
20-25 members
15–19 year olds (typically 
10th–12th grade)
Extensive recruitment, screen-
ing and interview process
Meets once a month

Structure:   
Housed inside Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Health
The Council is staffed by 3 
adults and is divided into 4 
committees: an executive 

committees (public relations, 
bullying and legislation)

Funding sources:    
Department of Public Health 
Federal Block Grant for Sub-
stance Abuses

Contact Information:
Marilyn Alger
321 East 12th Street
Des Moines, IA
(515) 281-4816
Web site: www.idph.state.ia.us/bhpl/siyac.asp 

Arizona Governor’s Youth 
Commission

Established: 1989 by executive order

Bodies the Council advises:  
Governor 

Youth and Families
Arizona Taskforce on Youth 
Development

Membership:
40 youth members in 10th–12th 
grade
1-year term
Formal application process
Meets 4 times per year

Structure: 
Housed inside the Governor’s 

Families in the Division for Com-
munity and Youth Development
The Council’s one full-time staff 
person is supported by 2 addition-
al adult staff who help coordinate 
and implement the work of the 
Council

Funding sources:  

Safe and Drug Free Schools
Arizona Parent’s Commission

Contact Information:
Youth Development Program Administrator
(602) 542-3489
Web site: www.gocyf.az.gov

State Youth Councils: Basic Info

The Forum for Youth Investment
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Maine Legislative Advisory 
Council

Established: 2002

Bodies the Council advises:  
State Legislature
President of the Senate
Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives

Membership:
16 youth 
2 Senators
2 State Representatives 
5 adults (non-voting members)
Secondary and post-secondary 
students
2-year term
8 youth appointed by Speaker of 
the House and 8 youth appointed 
by the President of the Senate
Meets once a month

Structure:   

and Legislative Analysis with 
support from the Muskie School of 
Public Service (part of the Univer-
sity of Southern Maine) 
Staffed by OPLA.

Funding sources:    
Maine Legislature ($30,000)

Contact Information: 
Patrick Norton, Director
Email:  Patrick.Norton@legislator.maine.gov

Brenna Byrne, Legislative Researcher
Email:  Brenna.Byrne@legislator.maine.gov

Maine State Legislature
13 State House Station, Room 215, Cross State 

Augusta, Maine 04333;
(207) 287-1670
Web site: www.maine.gov/education/mecitizen-
shiped/youth/lyac.html 

Building Effective Youth Councils

Louisiana Legislative Youth 
Advisory Council 

Established: 2007

Bodies the Council advises:  
Legislative joint standing commit-
tees
Commissions
Task forces of the Legislature

Membership:
Up to 21 youth members ages 
14–19 
1 senator 
1 representative
Chair of the Louisiana Commis-
sion on Civic Education
State Superintendent
2-year term

Structure:   
Housed under the auspices of the 
Louisiana Commission on Civic 
Education 
Staffed by legislative staff

Funding sources:    
The Louisiana Commission on 
Civic Education may seek, accept 
and expend donations, appropria-
tions and grants on behalf of the 
Youth Council.

Contact Information: 
Sherri Breaux
Chief Legislative Researcher
Louisiana Senate
PO Box 94183
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804
(225) 342-6145
Email: breauxs@legis.state.la.us
Web site: to be developed

July 2007
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Maryland Youth Council

Established: 2006 

Bodies the Council advises:  
Children’s Cabinet
Governor

Membership:
24 youth, ages 13-19 
Selected by the Executive Director 

concurrence of the Governor
To the extent possible, selected 
from established public and 
private youth councils and youth 
empowerment organizations

Structure: 
Housed in and staffed by the 

Funding sources:    

Contact Information:
Mary Beth Stapleton
Director of Positive Youth Outcomes

301 West Preston Street, Suite 1502
Baltimore, MD 21201
(410) 767-3526
Email:  mstapleton@goc.state.md.us

Building Effective Youth Councils

Nevada Youth Legislative 
Issues Forum

Established: 2007 

Bodies the Council advises:  
State Legislature

Membership:
21 members
Each state senator appoints 1 
member 
1-year term, may be reappointed
Must be enrolled in public school
Must be in graders 9-12

Structure: 
May employ a person to provide 
administrative support for the 
Forum

Funding sources:    
May accept gifts, grants and 
donations from any source for the 
support of the Forum

Contact Information:
State Senator Valerie Wiener
Email:  vwiener@sen.state.nv.us
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New Mexico Youth Alliance

Established: 2003 by the Youth Council Act  
           (made permanent 2005)

Bodies the Council advises:  
Governor 
Lt. Governor
New Mexico Children’s Cabinet
State Legislature

Membership:
112 members (1 representative 
from each district)
Youth members are aged 14–22 
Formal application process, legisla-
tors also recommend youth
Up to 2-year term
Meets 4 times per year

Structure: 
-

zation – the New Mexico Forum for 
Youth in Community
Staffed by 1 full-time staff person 

Funding sources:    
Children, Youth and Families 
Department

Contact Information:
Lanny Leyba, Director
924 Park Avenue SW, Suite D
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 821-3574
Web site: www.nmforumforyouth.org/youth_alli-
ance.htm

New Hampshire Youth Advisory 
Council

Established: 2006 

Bodies the Council advises:  
Legislative joint standing commit-
tees
Commissions
Task forces of the Legislature

Membership:
21 members: 1 representative, 1 
senator, 19 youth ages 15 - 22 
2 public hearings per year
2-year term
Meets 4 times a year with 2 public 
hearings per year 

Structure: 
Housed in the Legislature with 
staff support from the New Hamp-
shire Alliance for Civic Engage-
ment

Funding sources:    
New Hampshire Alliance for Civic 
Engagement

Contact Information:
Julie Yerkes
Civic Education Programs Manager
New Hampshire Institute of Politics
Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, New Hampshire 03102
(603) 222-4115
Email:  jyerkes@anselm.edu
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Washington State  
Legislative Youth Advisory 

Council

Established: 2005 by Senate Bill 5254 (modi 

Bodies the Council advises:  
State Legislature and its standing 
committees, study commissions 
and task force

Membership:
22 members
14 –18 years old
2-year term
Students apply directly for a 
position and submit their applica-
tions to the Lieutenant Governor’s 

Meets 2 to 6 times per year 
Can hold up to 2 public hearings 
on issues of its choice 

Structure:   
-

tenant Governor in partnership 
with OSPI and the legislature

Funding sources:    
Support for meetings comes out 
of the legislative budget for the 
Senate 
Funding from other sources is 
accepted but not solicited 
A half-time staff is funded through 

volunteer basis

Contact Information:
Kate Berry, LYAC Chair
lyac@leg.wa.gov
Web site: www.leg.wa.gov/Legislature/LYAC/

North Carolina Youth  
Advisory Council and State 

Youth Council

Established: 1970

Bodies the Council advises:  
Governor
North Carolina General Assembly
State Boards and Commissions

Membership:
SYC: 300 members drawn from 
local councils
NCYAC: 20 members (10 youth 
from SYC, 10 adults appointed by 
the governor)
Meets 4 times per year

Structure:   
Housed inside State Department 
of Administration under the Youth 

Staffed by 1 director and 4 youth 
leaders
Youth council work involves 3 
layers: 25 local youth councils, the 
State Youth Council (SYC) and the 
Youth Advisory Council (NCYAC)
NCYAC provides support and ad-
vice to SYC and local councils and 
administrative oversight to SYC
SYC represents the local youth 
councils and members are re-
cruited from these councils
SYC differs from NCYAC in that 
its primary responsibility is to 
consider problems affecting youth 
and recommend solutions to 
those problems to State and local 
government

Funding sources: 
North Carolina General Assembly
Corporate Support

Contact Information:
Cynthia Giles
217 W. Jones Street, 2nd Floor
Raleigh, NC 27699
(919) 733-9296
Web site: www.doa.state.nc.us/yaio
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Boston Mayor’s Youth Council 
(Massachusetts)

Established: 1994

Bodies the Council advises:  
Mayor

-
er, human services chief, school 
superintendent)

Membership:
40 members
11th–12th grade
1-year term
Formal application process
Meets twice per month

Structure:   

Funding sources:    
Not available

Contact Information:
Patty McMahon
(617) 635-4490
Web site: www.bostonyouthzone.com/myc

City Youth Councils: Basic Info

Des Moines Youth Advisory Board 
(Iowa)

Established: 1993

Bodies the Council advises:  
City Council
City Departments
City Boards
State of Iowa
Youth Advisory Council

Membership:
15 youth: 7 representing schools, 3 
representing community organizations, 5 
representing the community at-large
7 adults representating the city (parks/rec-
reation), the school district, business (young 
professionals from the chamber) and com-
munity organizations (YMCA, Youth Leader-
ship Initiative and Homeless youth) as well 

Youth aged under 19 must be in high school 
and may serve until graduation with a 15–51 
month term limit
Adults serve a 3-year term
Board meets monthly and all members 
serve on at least 1 committee 

Structure:   
Housed inside city government and serves 
as a city council commission
Receives staff assistance from the City 

secretary and treasurer) and 4 committees 
(executive, policy, fundraising and commu-
nity engagement) that meet monthly

Funding sources:    
The city appropriated up to $8,000 for FY 08
Youth-led fundraising

Contact Information:

P.O. Box 10326
Des Moines, IA 50306
Web site:  www.dmgov.org/youth<https://smtp.dmps.k12.
ia.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.dmgov.
org/youth>

Building Effective Youth Councils
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Grand Rapids Mayor’s Youth 
Council (Michigan)

Established: 1999

Bodies the Council advises:  
Mayor and City Commission
West Michigan State Legislators

Membership:
15 Youth: 5 from each of the city’s 
3 wards
9th–12th grade
Meets monthly with the Mayor and 
twice per term with their own city 
commissioners
Coucil President presents the 
MYC annual report to the City 
Commision

Structure:   
Managed and staffed by the City 

-
dren, Youth & Families 

 
Funding sources:   

Private donations and sponsors

Contact Information:
Shannon L. Harris
Program Coordinator
300 Monroe Street, Suite 480
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
(616) 456-3558
Email: sharris@grcity.us
Web site:  www.grcity.us/ocyf/myc

Building Effective Youth Councils

Hampton Youth Commission 
(Virginia)

Established: 1997

Bodies the Council advises:  
Mayor
City Council
School Board
City Planning Commission

Membership:
25 members
9th–12th grade
2-year term
Formal application process
2 or more meetings per month

Structure:   
Housed in the Coalition for Youth, a 
separate city department  
Staffed by a director, 3 youth staff, 
including 2 youth city planners 
who are hired by the City Planning 
Department and responsible for 
integrating HYC’s work into the 
overall city plan and implementing 
the youth component of the city plan
3 committees that meet twice a 
month, each committee addressing 
2 of the 6 key youth issues of the 
Youth Component of the Community 
Plan: Caring Relationships; Youth 
Share Leadership; Essential Life 
Skills; Career Preparation; Getting 
Around; and Places to Go, Things to 
Do (currently focused on building a 
Teen Center) 

Funding sources:   
General Fund

Contact Information:
Cindy Carlson
Director, Hampton Coalition for Youth
22 Lincoln Street
Hampton, VA 23669
(757) 728-3280
Email: ccarlson@hampton.gov
Web site:  www.hampton.gov/youth
                 www.areyouinthegame.com

The Forum for Youth Investment
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San Francisco Youth Commission 
(California)

Established: 1995 by City Charter Amendment,  
           Prop F

Bodies the Council advises:  
Mayor
Board of Supervisors
City departments

Membership:
17 members
12–23 years old
Applications reviewed by council, 

Board of Supervisors and the Mayor
Meets twice a month

Structure:   
Housed in City Hall, operating under 
the clerk of the Board of Supervisors  
Staff of 3: director, policy coordinator 
and program coordinator 
According to the City Charter that cre-
ated the Commission, it can only meet 
under quorum 
Steering committee assigns work, sets 
priorities, distributes information and 
leverages committee opportunities  
4 other standing committees are the 
working groups of the Commission, 
including youth justice, youth employ-
ment, health & social services and 
recreation & services  

Funding sources:    
In-kind donations 
Volunteer staff within city government

Contact Information: 
Rachel Antrobus
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 345
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 554-6446
Email: Rachel.antrous@sfgov.org
Web site: www.sfgov.org/site/youth_commission_in-
dex.asp

Nashville Mayor’s Youth 
Council (Tennessee)

Established: 1999

Bodies the Council advises:  
Mayor
Local boards and commissions
City departments

Membership:
32 members
11th–12th grade
1-year term
Meets monthly
Quarterly meetings with the Mayor  

Structure:   

Committee meetings and other 
events require approximately 2 
hours per week after school from 
members  

Funding sources:    
Not available

Contact Information:
Sherica Clark

Metro City Hall, 225 Polk Avenue
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 880-1890
Web site: www.nashville.gov/moyc/youth/index.
htm
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Online Resources

-

-

On Youth Engagement
Finding Com-

mon Agendas: How Young People Are Being Engaged in Community Change Ef-
forts

Youth. Action. Community. Development: The 
Community and Youth Development Series

-

Forum Focus
-

Youth Ac-
tion: Youth Contributing to Communities, Communities Supporting Youth -

Say Y.E.S. to 
Youth: Youth Engagement Strategies

Youth Acts, Community Impacts: Stories of Youth En-
gagement with Real Results. Community & Youth Development Series, Volume 7

-

The Participation Rights of Adolescents:  A Strategic Approach

Additional Resources
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The Guide to Social Change Led By and With 
Young People

On Building Organizational Capacity
Measuring up and 

Throwing Down!  Evaluation and Self-Assessment Tools for Youth Organizing 
Groups

Community Youth Devel-
opment Journal. 

On Youth Led Research

Youth Engaged in Leadership and Learning, A Handbook for Supporting 
Community Youth Researchers. 

Promoting Youth Engagement: Action Kit for 
Municipal Leaders, from the National League of Cities. 

Tools
Organiza-

tional Assessment Checklist, Youth on Board
-

The Youth/Adult Part-
nerships Self-Assessment

-

Youth Council Applications
-



Youth Council Bylaws, Membership Agreements, Release Forms
-

-

-

Youth Council Enabling Legislation
-

Youth Council Products and Publications
Youth Component of the Hampton City Plan

Children, Youth and Environments

Youth Council Reports
Maine Fourth Annual Report
New Mexico Annual Report
Washington Legislative Report -

San Francisco Annual Report

Our Voice is Your Future, giving L.A.’s 
Youth Real Voice and Real Power:

Annual Report of the Hampton Youth Commission
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- 

Senate Bill No. 247–Senators Wiener, Horsford, Woodhouse, Titus, 
Schneider, Amodei, Cegavske, Heck, Lee, Mathews and 
Washington

Joint Sponsor: Assemblywoman Parnell 

CHAPTER..........

AN ACT relating to education; creating the Nevada Youth 
Legislative Issues Forum; prescribing the membership, 
powers and duties of the Forum; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Sections 3-5 of this bill create the Nevada Youth Legislative Issues Forum, 

consisting of 21 members who are enrolled in grades 9-12 in public schools or 
otherwise eligible for enrollment in public schools but enrolled in a homeschool or 
private school. Each Senator appoints a member to the Forum. Sections 6-10 of this 
bill set forth the powers and duties of the Forum. The Forum must hold at least two 
public hearings each school year, review issues of importance to the youth in this 
State and submit an annual report of the activities of the Forum. In addition, the 
Forum may, within the limits of available money, hold meetings during a regular 
session of the Legislature to advise the Legislature on proposed legislation 
concerning the youth in this State. The Forum may also conduct seminars for the 
benefit of its members relating to leadership, government and the legislative 
process. Finally, the Forum may submit a request for the drafting of one legislative 
measure which relates to matters within the scope of the Forum. 

 WHEREAS, The United States is facing a population of youth 
that is disengaged and lacks the necessary knowledge, skills and 
dispositions to participate in and carry out civic duties; and 
 WHEREAS, In the 2004 presidential election, 53.1 percent of 
Nevadans over 25 years of age voted, compared with 38.4 percent 
among Nevadans 18 to 24 years of age; and 
 WHEREAS, The lack of voter turnout for citizens who are 18 to 
24 years of age is often attributed to cynicism toward the political 
process, disillusionment with politics, voter apathy and a lack of 
acknowledgment by the media and politicians of issues involving 
youth; and 
 WHEREAS, Most governmental services are designed with input 
and participation from the people being served; however, young 
people under the age of 18 are not allowed to vote and are often left 
out of the democratic process; and 
 WHEREAS, Several issues are important to the youth in the 
nation as well as the youth in this State, including, without 
limitation, education, employment opportunities, participation in 
state and local government, a safe environment, the prevention of 
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substance abuse, emotional and physical well-being, foster care and 
access to state and local services; and 
 WHEREAS, Research shows that the programs designed for 
youth which are most effective at promoting positive outcomes are 
framed in terms of the constructive assets the programs seek to build 
rather than the negative behaviors the programs seek to avoid; and 
 WHEREAS, There is a growing need to reverse the trend of 
apathy by engaging our youth directly with policymakers in a 
manner that will provide genuine opportunities for our youth to 
acquire civic knowledge and develop the skills necessary to 
participate fully in a democratic society; and 
 WHEREAS, Within the past 5 years, Maine, New Mexico, 
Washington and New Hampshire have enacted bills that create a 
Youth Issues Forum, which institutionalizes the participation of 
youth in the policy-making process in those states; and 
 WHEREAS, The creation of a Youth Issues Forum offers 
policymakers an opportunity to learn from youth as well as provides 
a meaningful opportunity for youth to learn about the policy-making 
process; and 
 WHEREAS, By providing an avenue for participation, this State 
will provide our youth with an opportunity to understand the ideals 
of citizenship and to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to 
participate in effective government and appreciate the value of 
American democracy; now, therefore, 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Chapter 385 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this 
act.
 Sec. 2. As used in sections 2 to 9, inclusive, of this act, 
“Forum” means the Nevada Youth Legislative Issues Forum 
created by section 3 of this act. 
 Sec. 3. 1.  The Nevada Youth Legislative Issues Forum is 
hereby created, consisting of 21 members. 
 2.  Each member of the Senate shall, taking into 
consideration any recommendations made by a member of the 
Assembly, appoint a person who submits an application and meets 
the qualifications for appointment set forth in section 4 of this act. 
A member of the Assembly may submit recommendations to a 
member of the Senate concerning the appointment. 
 3.  After the initial terms: 
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 (a) Appointments to the Forum must be made by each member 
of the Senate before June 30 of each year. 
 (b) The term of each member of the Forum begins July 1 of 
the year of appointment. 
 4.  Each member of the Forum serves a term of 1 year and 
may be reappointed if the member continues to meet the 
qualifications for appointment set forth in section 4 of this act. 
 Sec. 4. 1.  To be eligible for appointment to the Forum, a 
person must be a resident of the senatorial district of the Senator 
who appoints him and must be: 
 (a) Enrolled in a public school in this State in grade 9, 10, 11 
or 12 for the school year in which he serves; or 
 (b) Exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 
392.070, but otherwise eligible to enroll in a public school in this 
State in grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 for the school year in which he 
serves.
 2.  A person who is eligible for appointment to the Forum may 
submit an application on the form prescribed pursuant to 
subsection 3 to the Senator of the senatorial district in which the 
person resides for appointment or reappointment to the Forum. 
 3.  The Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau shall 
prescribe a form for applications submitted pursuant to this 
section, which must require the signature of the principal of the 
school in which the applicant is enrolled or, if the applicant is 
exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 392.070, the 
signature of a member of the community in which the applicant 
resides other than a relative of the applicant. 
 Sec. 5. 1.  A position on the Forum becomes vacant upon: 
 (a) The death or resignation of a member. 
 (b) The absence of a member for any reason from two 
consecutive meetings of the Forum, unless excused by the 
Chairman of the Forum. 
 (c) A change of residency of a member which renders that 
member ineligible under his original appointment. 
 2.  A vacancy on the Forum must be filled for the remainder 
of the unexpired term in the same manner as the original 
appointment.
 Sec. 6. 1.  The Forum shall elect from among its members, 
to serve a term of 1 year beginning on July 1 of each year: 
 (a) A Chairman, who shall conduct the meetings and oversee 
the formation of committees as necessary to accomplish the 
business of the Forum. The Chairman must be: 
  (1) Enrolled in a public school in this State in grade 9, 10 
or 11 for the school year in which he serves; or 
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  (2) Exempt from compulsory attendance pursuant to NRS 
392.070, but otherwise eligible to enroll in a public school in this 
State in grade 9, 10 or 11 for the school year in which he serves. 
 (b) A Vice Chairman, who shall assist the Chairman and 
conduct the meetings of the Forum if the Chairman is absent or 
otherwise unable to perform his duties. 
 2.  The Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau: 
 (a) Shall provide meeting rooms and teleconference and 
videoconference facilities for the Forum. 
 (b) Shall, in the event of a vacancy on the Forum, notify the 
appropriate appointing authority of such vacancy. 
 (c) May accept gifts, grants and donations from any source for 
the support of the Forum in carrying out the provisions of sections 
2 to 9, inclusive, of this act. 
 Sec. 7. 1.  The Forum shall: 
 (a) Hold at least two public hearings in this State each school 
year.
 (b) Simultaneously teleconference or videoconference each 
public hearing to two or more prominent locations throughout this 
State.
 (c) Evaluate, review and comment upon issues of importance 
to the youth in this State, including, without limitation: 
  (1) Education; 
  (2) Employment opportunities; 
  (3) Participation of youth in state and local government; 
  (4) A safe learning environment; 
  (5) The prevention of substance abuse; 
  (6) Emotional and physical well-being; 
  (7) Foster care; and 
  (8) Access to state and local services. 
 (d) Conduct a public awareness campaign to raise awareness 
about the Forum and to enhance outreach to the youth in this 
State.
 2.  The Forum may, within the limits of available money: 
 (a) During the period in which the Legislature is in a regular 
session, meet as often as necessary to conduct the business of the 
Forum and to advise the Legislature on proposed legislation 
relating to the youth in this State. 
 (b) Form committees, which may meet as often as necessary to 
assist with the business of the Forum. 
 (c) Conduct periodic seminars for its members regarding 
leadership, government and the legislative process. 
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 (d) Employ a person to provide administrative support for the 
Forum or pay the costs incurred by one or more volunteers to 
provide any required administrative support. 
 3.  The Forum and its committees shall comply with the 
provisions of chapter 241 of NRS. 
 4.  On or before June 30 of each year, the Forum shall submit 
a written report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau 
and to the Governor describing the activities of the Forum during 
the immediately preceding school year and any recommendations 
for legislation. The Director shall transmit the written report to the 
Legislative Committee on Education and to the next regular 
session of the Legislature. 
 Sec. 8. The Forum may: 
 1.  Request the drafting of not more than one legislative 
measure which relates to matters within the scope of the Forum. A 
request must be submitted to the Legislative Counsel on or before 
July 1 preceding the commencement of a regular session of the 
Legislature unless the Legislative Commission authorizes 
submitting a request after that date. 
 2.  Adopt procedures to conduct meetings of the Forum and 
any committees thereof. Those procedures may be changed upon 
approval of a majority vote of all members of the Forum who are 
present and voting. 
 3.  Advise the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau 
regarding the administration of any appropriations, gifts, grants 
or donations received for the support of the Forum. 
 Sec. 9. The members of the Forum serve without 
compensation. To the extent that money is available, including, 
without limitation, money from gifts, grants and donations, the 
members of the Forum may receive the per diem allowance and 
travel expenses provided for state officers and employees generally 
for attending a meeting of the Forum or a seminar conducted by 
the Forum. 
 Sec. 10.  1.  Each Senator shall appoint a member to the 
Nevada Youth Legislative Issues Forum created by section 3 of this 
act to an initial term commencing on July 1, 2008, and expiring on 
June 30, 2009. 
 2.  The Forum shall hold its first meeting not later than  
October 1, 2008. At the first meeting of the Forum, the members of 
the Forum shall elect a Chairman and a Vice Chairman who hold 
those positions until June 30, 2009. 
 3.  After the initial terms of office, sections 3 and 6 of this act 
govern the terms of office of the members of the Forum. 
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The Forum for Youth Investment
7064 Eastern Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20011
P. 202.207.3333  F. 202.207.3329
youth@forumfyi.org
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